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the time of writing as about 84-85 ; and the grounds for these 
opinions are well presented. 

While this book is far removed from the ordinary text-book 
and is better adapted for the use of scholars than of beginners, 
yet it may be recommended to teachers in secondary schools and 
to undergraduate college students. It may bring into the hum- 
drum of their common round a quickening breath, and open an 
inspiring glimpse into a higher realm of scholarship. 

Wm. M. Aber 

University of Utah 

Introduction to Theme- Writing. By J. B. Fletcher and G- R. 
Carpenter. Boston: Allyn & Bacon. 

The first thing to note about this eminently clear and prac- 
tical little book is the indication it furnishes of the immense 
advance in the teaching of English composition. There are no 
lists of graduated and classified themes, such as characterized the 
old-fashioned text-books. Nothing at all is said about writing 
those nondescript things called "compositions", which used to 
have confessedly no further significance than to be occasions for 
the correction of grammar, spelling, and choice of words. Instead 
of being directed to grind out these things the student is here set 
at real literary tasks, forms of composition such as the best writers 
cultivate, methods that obtain in the highest enterprises of litera- 
ture, ways of working such as, orice mastered, will never cease to 
be practical. In this there is great advantage. If the student 
must " go through the motions" of composition, as of course he 
must, there is great stimulus in his undertaking from the outset 
work that he may recognize as real and that he may compare at 
every step with the literature of books and magazines. 

Following this principle of practical literary work, the book 
takes up the usual rhetorical forms, letter-writing, translation, 
description, narration, criticism, exposition, argument, defining 
under each various procedures and methods, illustrating copiously 
from literature, and appending numerous exercises both critical 
and constructive. The definitions are for the most part clear; 
some of them very felicitous. About the whole book is that air of 
freshness and interest which comes from individual study and 
testing of the various procedures, and which cannot be imparted 
to a mere traditional rhetoric. 

Well adapted to the students for whom it is intended, namely 
the lower classes in college, the book contemplates a grade of 
work and literary discrimination a little too advanced for high- 
school students, though these may well profit by many things in it. 

John F. Genung 
Amherst College 



